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To help the dog to bite

Scoop is just one of several projects supporting investigative reporters in East and South Eastern Europe, where more in-depth-reporting is needed. There are nationally based centres or associations for investigative reporters in some countries – Bulgaria, Romania, Serbia – and other foreign funded initiatives like Centre for Investigative Reporting in Sarajevo and BIRN (Balkan Investigative Reporters Network).

We don’t have an overview based on serious research but most observers and media analysts agree, that the majority of the media in the region does not live up to the classical role of the press in a free society: To be a watchdog of democracy and good governance. 
Scoop is there to help the dog to bite.

There are of course several reasons for the situation: Repression, lack of investigative skills, lack of resources for doing investigations and – last but not least: lack of will to confront authorities and business.

In Scoop we concentrate on lack of resources – and thus – also on lack of will to bite. But we are not in training and we are not working with political parties or NGO’s to fight repression in general.

The main sponsor of Scoop is the Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The Danish Association for Investigative Journalism (FUJ) is managing Scoop in close cooperation with International Media Support (IMS). Open Society Institute has sponsored two conferences and we have had minor contributions from private donors.
From January 2003 till January 2008 Scoop has a total budget of one million USD, and will have more than one million USD for the next period 2008-2011.
Scoop has a net of national coordinators, who will organise seminars and manage the investigations. These coordinators also make up the leading body of the project: The regional committee.

Individual journalists or teams of journalists can apply for support to do national and trans-national investigations. 
Scoop will supply funding of typically travelling, translations, access to databases, laboratories and other kinds of expertise, legal screening and a personal fee for the reporters. A national investigation will in most cases have a budget of 2.000 EUR. The most expensive trans-national investigation has a budget of 28.000 EUR.
This autumn IMS and FUJ are going to start a similar network in the Caucasus. National seminars are planned for Saturday October 4th (Yerevan and Tbilisi) and Saturday October 25th (Baku).

Read more – in both English and Russian -  here: www.i-scoop.org
