SS United States: Investigation continuation for the American audience

Outstanding questions/ issues for the story, both in print and radio:

· What happened when the boat left the United States and then docked in Turkey and then Sebastopol?

· What has happened to the boat since it left Sebastopol?

· Historical context

· Feature-story details. 

· How much asbestos was actually on board?

· Are there other toxic substances on board? PCBs a possibility. 

· What were the policies that enabled it to:

1. Leave U.S. waters to begin with?

2. The breakdown in U.S. policy related to toxic waste export, i.e. Basel Conventions.

3. The differences between safety guidelines in the United States and what is permitted abroad. 

Investigative Methods:

· Literature search – Nexis, internet

· In Turkey – AP wire stories, stories from Turkish media

· Archival documents

· Human sources – those involved in the advocacy campaign, the ship’s owners

· FOIL requests for EPA, military records on the SS United States

· Court documents, Greenpeace said cases were filed to prevent the ship from 

· More archival footage, documents

· Old records of the ship’s schematics. 

Challenges to the reporting:

· The story is 15 years old – people don’t remember details, have few documents from that time.

· This is a “lost” period for the ship, so one must go through many different sources to piece together what happened.

· Because the ship was built for both military and civilian use, the schematics were kept confidential. The task of figuring out just how much asbestos was on board requires additional digging. 

· The story is international, so coordinating interviews with key characters is a challenge. 

· Understanding the numerous policies at work – maritime policy, shipping regulations, toxic waste exports policy in the various countries. 

