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Tracing links in Russia

Official online resources (companies’ information)
www.egrul.ru -- can be translated as United State Base of Organizations, subscription needed, 470 RUR (approx. 13 Euro) per request, online payment is possible. Resource officially cooperates with Russian tax inspection -- gives information about those, who created the company. Also financial report can be purchased. You can also find out what companies were created by the person (if you know his or her Russian individual taxpayer number -- INN).
The problem is that in Russia there is lack of regulation concerning personal data and EGRUL  does not give date of birth, passport numbers, the address of the persons and INN, so it is very difficult to understand whether it is the same Ivanov Ivan Ivanovich you need (in Russia there are hundred thousands of Ivanov's).
INN can help, but usually it is not mentioned in the reports.

www.skrin.ru -- subscription needed approx 126 480 RUR (approx. 3513 Euro) per year for the best complex variant of subscription), gives information about companies, their years and quarter years reports, financial reports, information about essential companies’ events, news about the companies. The information about who created the company, and what changers happened in ownership.

The problem: If company does not report any public information -- you will get only the information about its address, telephone, company INN and name of director (without any personal details), the information about company that created another company (if any) is also available, but no information about the persons who created the company (for example, in the point who settled the company it is simply written "1 person" or "2 persons" if any, but no names).

In big companies’ year and quarter year reports in the information about members of the board or shareholders dates of their birth and the positions they occupied over the past 5 years can be mentioned.

The list of authorized information agencies that give the reports of big companies are at www.openinf.ffms.ru (The Russian Federal Service of Financial Markets). The list includes:

www.disclosure.ru (AK&M information agency),
http://e-disclosure.azipi.ru (AZIPI-Inform),
www.e-disclosure.ru (Interfax),

http://disclosure.prime-tass.ru (TASS),
www.skrin.ru
EGRUL is not mentioned because it is working in other field cooperates with Tax Service -- gives general basic information, who settled the companies, who is director and (in addition request)-- the financial report. The same information can be officially purchased through tax inspection in Russia, but for that purpose you should visit territory local inspection, where the company was registered, and it takes a lot of time.
If you need the information valuable for the court -- you have to visit the inspection, because you need the document with the official stamp and signature. Internet information is not valuable in Russian court. But usually nobody tried to sue journalists for using that information, because for sure the official data with all needed stamps can be finally received personally or by court request.

There is also free www.lin.ru -- also reports of big companies, but it is not up to date.

Nearly every mentioned database can be used for free, but there will be not enough information.

