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Who are we? What is BPI?

I work in the regional news-paper Polyarnaya Pravda and I am a chairman and project leader for the Barents Press International, non-political journalist network in the Barents Region.
Provincial Russian journalistic today= Soviet ?   Examples from the Barents Russia. Why are we like we are?

85-90 % of local papers belongs to the local authorities. It is almost impossible to be independent if an edition gets support from the local budget and it is very difficult to run an investigation.
Dangerous way to democracy 
Dead Pen in Tromseo dedicated to killed Russian journalists. Over the last 15 years more than 200 journalists died in Russia most probably in connection with their work. The exhibition was made in cooperation between Troms journalist union and BPI. 
How can BPI network help   colleagues from the Western countries?

Very dramatic and well-known example - tragedy of the nuclear submarine Kursk shows that international cooperation of journalists helps a lot in getting access to the information. 
Other examples.
Documentary about an international fishery mafia made by the 
Swedish journalist Fredrik Laurin with an assistance of Murmansk journalists. 
Renni Thorleifsson from the Norwegian company NRK made  documentary “In the shadow of Arne Treholt” for the program Brennepunkt (Burning Point) partly based on research made by BPI.
Paid articles or hidden advertising in the Russian media
Almost all media in Russia do it.  It is very dramatic confusing of journalistic and PR. 
An overage salary of local or regional journalists is really poor while bosses earn good. No transparency in dividing of incomes. We are not eager in running investigation even in the field of our own salaries.
Russian journalist union. 

It is not a trade union but a kind of moral support to its members. The organization is not strong enough but it is better to keep such union than nothing at all. 
Russian journalist union implements 3 years cooperation project with the Norwegian journalist union to strengthen the Russian union and make it visible. The project is implemented in three regions: Moscow, North Caucasus and Murmansk.  BPI is a part of this project. 
Shtokman. What we know and what information is available?

One can read huge volumes of information about the Shtokman in the Internet but mostly information is based on press-releases either from Gasprom or its partners StatoilHydro and Total. It is difficult to discover what is really done to transform this attractive idea to reality. 

How to come to Russia and make investigations?
There are quite little possibilities for foreign journalists to run investigations in Russia.  
Visa situation for the journalists is getting worse and worse in spite of a lot of promises to facilitate it. 
Do we run independent investigations?
We usually focus on the very practical every day’s problems, quite seldom we look at the depth and run long term serious investigations.

It is very difficult and some times even dangerous to be an investigator in Russia. 
