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The presentation about the investigation of Miami-based company called Sun Land Group, which is currently behind the huge construction project related to the Euro – 2012 soccer championship in Ukraine.  In total, this company pledges to bring in the investment totaling USD 25 bln. Up to the moment, they have signed a contract to provide the investment to renovate the major bridges in Ukraine for the total of USD 7 bln.
I got the idea to investigate this company from one of the local business associations which claimed that Sun Land has become a monopoly intermediary on any investment projects related to Euro – 2012. Shortly before that the Government of Ukraine has signed the memorandum of cooperation with the Sun Land, according to which the Florida-based company was obliged to finance building no less than 2500 km of new highways and repair 6000 of existing roads and the infrastructure. 

The company, however, was totally obscure and was nowhere near the level that could make it possible for them to operate billions of dollars. The information I got on them from Lexis Nexis, showed that they are registered as a small business with only four employees and annual sales less than USD 300,000.
My colleagues from the Dominican Republic, where Sun Land also was involved in construction and development projects, told me about several corruption scandals this company has been involved down there which led to some of their contracts with the local government being cancelled after serious pressure from the media.
After approaching Sun Land for the comments I was advised to speak with the their local representative named Mark Blinder. 

According to the German weekly Focus from 1995-1997, “Odesa-born 39 years-old Mark Blinder was by Interpol as member of Russian mafia. According to the Focus information, in 1994 Blinder was suspected of plutonium contraband and threatening to kill the agent of BND and members of his family.

According to the Spanish press Blinder was involved in “money laundering received from tobacco contraband from the Bank Santander in Madrid through the north American banks in New York, Chicago and Miami”. 

Mark Blinder that Sun Land referred me to admitted it in a personal interview that the abovementioned articles indeed were about him and also said he was the mastermind behind the project that could arguably be called the biggest in Ukraine’s history. 

